
 

WINDOWS 

7th graders are independently reading “Window 
and Mirror” books. The book options for this 
independent read either provide a window into 
the lived experiences of characters whose 
identities differ from the reader or provide a 
mirror into the lived experiences of characters 
whose identities reflect those of the reader.  

These books, while age appropriate, may use 
mature language and/or situations. Hopefully, 
they will prompt some great conversations. 

MIRRORS

MINUTES
We definitely ended quarter 2 with a good week that 
started in an interesting way on Tuesday.   I still find it 
amazing that on Monday it was 6 degrees outside, and 
by Wednesday it was 56 degrees. At least the trend did 
not continue and bring it to 106 on Friday.  Again, I 
want to thank everybody for their patience and 
support as we managed an unexpected challenge.  I 
hope we can work together to overcome any future 
challenge we face. 

Quarter 3 begins Monday, January 28, 2019.  With the 
first half of the school year in the books, now is a good 
time for students to focus on continued improvement 
as they head into the second half of the year.  Students 
should take a moment to consider an area on which 
they want to improve and work on for the remainder of 
the year - organization, study skills, focusing in class, 
reading for pleasure, reducing stress, getting involved in 
a new activity, being kind.  Whatever students choose, 
they should remember there are people in the school 
and people in the community who are willing to help 
them reach their goals. 

This  leads  me  to  a  good  question  for  parents:  Does  

your student have a trusted adult in their life to whom 
they can reach out to if needed?  For many students 
it’s a family member, but it might also be a teacher or 
another adult in the school.   The question can be 
posed to students too: Is there a trusted adult in your life 
that you can talk to if needed?   These questions are 
good for parents to discuss with their students. In 
addition to making sure there is a trusted adult, it is 
important to know which situations should be brought 
to adults.   As middle school students strive to build 
independence and trusted friendships, they sometimes 
believe that as young adults they can handle most 
problems by themselves or with their friends.  In many 
cases this is true, but it is important for them to know 
that they can go to adults with certain problems and 
there are some problems which they should definitely 
bring to an adult.  If parents and students have not had 
a conversation about this, I strongly encourage you to 
do so. 

As always, thank you, have a great week, and be kind, 

-Mr. Sulc

WEEKLY

January 31 
Early Release Day 

February 1 
6th Grade Read Aloud Day 
Term 2 Report Cards Posted 

February 6 
PTO Meeting, 9:15AM 

February 15 
Morning Meeting 
NMS Spelling Bee 

February 18-22 
February Vacation 

Click HERE to view events at all 
Norwell schools.

EventsUPCOMING
➤➤➤

NMS
EDITION 19

2018-2019

A Few Words from the Principal

Students in Mrs. Calorio’s class wrote scripts and performed 3-minute plays 
based on legal situations that could have occurred during the reign of King 
Hammurabi.  The goal of the activity is to better understand how and why laws 
are established in civilizations, both ancient and modern.  

PICTURED LEFT: King Hammurabi rules on a legal case.

(and)

PICTURED ABOVE: Study groups for “Rikki-Tikki-Tavi.” Students learn to work cooperatively 
using guided study materials to prepare for a quiz. 

https://www.norwellschools.org/domain/635
https://www.norwellschools.org/domain/635
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STAFF “SOUPER BOWL” LUNCHEON      
• Wednesday, February 6 
• Donations of food, drink and supplied needed along with 

a few volunteers.  Click HERE to sign up to help. 
• Please drop off all food items & donations to the 

Community Room at NMS by 10:00 am Wednesday 
morning.  Please include all utensils if needed & label with 
your name. Any items that are not disposable, will be 
washed & ready for pick-up by the end of the day. 

• Many thanks for your help!  

SUPPORTING THE PTO 
• Click HERE to keep informed of PTO happenings via 

Facebook. 
• Thanks to everyone who has paid their dues.  NWL Decals 

will be sent home with your child. Dues can still be paid 
by clicking HERE.
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Counse lor ’s
Looking for ways to connect with your 
children?  The Family Dinner Project offers 
a list of conversation starters that you 
could use to connect with your family after 
a long day.  The topics are sorted by age, 
so you can choose the ones that are most 
appropriate for you family.  The hope is 
that these starters that may spark deeper 
conversation about important topics.  
Click HERE to access the Family Dinner 
Project website.

• NMS BOOK DRIVE: Book Donations are 
still welcome! Our readers thank you for 
enhancing our classroom libraries! 

• MARCH BOOK MADNESS: The most 
popular book thus far is Restart by 
Gordon Kormon! 72% of readers rated 
Restart 4+ stars out of 5. Our NMS runner 
up is currently The Cardboard Kingdom 
by Chad Snell and friends. 51% of our 
readers rated it 3+ stars out of 5. Keep 
read ing! The match-ups w i l l be 
announced before February break and 
voting will begin shortly after we return!

(For the    of Reading)

Order Your Yearbook Now! 
Click HERE to order your middle 
school yearbook. Yearbooks, 
which include all middle school 
students, are presently being sold 
for $30.  The price will increase 
after February 1st. Yearbooks will 
be distributed in June. To ensure 
y o u g e t o n e , o r d e r y o u r 
yearbook in advance.

Comprehension Conversations 
-with Mrs. Whit 

In addition to the “within the text”and “beyond the text” 
lenses, we can also look at a reader’s comprehension 
through the “about the text” comprehension lens. This level 
of comprehension requires the highest level of thinking and 
often requires the reader to make evaluative statements, 
analyze, critique and/or read like a writer. Questions to 
gauge this type of higher-level thinking include:  
• How did the writer start and end the story? Why did they 

do that?  
• How is the beginning and end of the story the same or 

different?  
• Explain the meaning of the title of the story.  
• Text feature probe (sections/headings in this book. How 

do they help you read it?)  
• How did the writer make this book interesting?  
• How did the writer help you understand ____?  
• Why do you think the writer wrote this book?  
• How did the author organize this book?  
• How did the writer show you what kind of person ___ was?  
• Do you like this book? Why or why not? (specific reasons)  
• How did the author convey the meaning of ___?  
• How could the characters have behaved differently?  
• What word choices did the writer make?  
• What figurative language was used? Did it enhance the 

story? 

If a reader can answer questions from all three levels of 
comprehension, then we can assume that they are 
understanding what they are reading. If one area seems to 
be harder for a reader to answer (which is often the case 
as we move from more concrete to abstract thinking), then 
we can continue asking questions, prompting that specific 
kind of thinking and offer strategies that can help them 
understand and enhance their reading. Happy Reading  :)

The Community Service Club is holding its annual 
“Souper Bowl” collection for the Norwell Food Pantry. 
From January 22 to February 1, each homeroom will 
collect as many cans of food or non-perishable items 
as possible.   The homeroom in each grade with the 
greatest amount of cans/items wins a trophy.    We 
hope to get all NMS students involved in helping 
others in our community.
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